INTRODUCTION
One of the key concerns of Indian policy makers has been the welfare and development of the weaker sections of the society. In the five year plans, many development programmes for the welfare of backward classes are made in different fields. One main lesson of the past decade is that for a variety of reasons, the weaker sections of the population could not able to secure their fair share of the benefits of provisions make under different heads. One of the directive principles of state policy in the constitution express that the state will promote with special care the educational and economic interests of weaker sections of the people, and in particular, of the SC 
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Evaluation of SC/ST Expenditure in Rural Drinking Water Supply Sector in Madhya Pradesh
India about 32 percent (in MP 34 percent) are the marginal workers while in total population only 25 percent are the marginal workers. Their literacy level is low compared to the general literacy level, according to 2011 census literacy rate in India of overall population is 74 percent while for SCs and STs It is just 66 percent and 59 percent respectively. About 76 percent of all the SCs and 90 percent of all the STs of the country live in the rural areas1. In view of the persistent and widespread socioeconomic backwardness of SCs and STs; a distinct need was felt for innovative policy intervention to enable these groups to share the benefits of growth in a more equitable manner. The government prepared a separate development plan called TSP (Tribal Sub Plan) for STs in fifth plan. The SCP (Special Component Plan) followed it for the SCs in the annual plan . Tribal areas suffer from the problems of non-availability or scarcity of safe drinking water. All tribal habitations should be provided with safe drinking water supply sources and sanitation facilities by the end of the twelfth plan period2. Planning commission of India's guidelines for formulation, implementation and monitoring of special component plan for the scheduled castes and tribal sub-plan for scheduled tribes states that, the two special strategies should ensure that all the general development sectors, both at the central and state levels, earmark funds for SCs and STs in proportion to their population. It also states that TSP and SCP should have separate budget head, non divertible and non-lapsable. There should be separate budget for SCP and TSP and it should be monitored and evaluated separately to fulfill the constitutional obligation towards SC/ST population. For equity we would understand the scenario of marginalized community (SC/ST) in the expenditure of rural water supply budgets. There is the need to know that, is state government is incurring an expenditure in the SCP and TSP according to the plan guidelines or not?
Situation of SC/ST in Rural Water Supply Sector
According to 2011 census in MP 78 percent households have access to safe drinking water (Tap water, hand pump and tube well were considered as safe sources of drinking water in the census of India 2011) and for SC and ST it is 81 and 71 percent respectively. In rural MP about 73 percent households have access o safe drinking water but for SC and ST it is 77 and 70 percent respectively. According to census 2011 for 16 percent households in MP treated tap water is the main source of drinking water while for SC and ST it is 14 and 5 percent respectively, and in rural areas this percentage is just 5 percent in MP whereas only 4 and 3 percent households for SC and ST respectively are reached by treated piped water supplies, the rest are still living beyond the pipe.
Table-1
On the basis of ‗distance travelled' to collect the water, in rural MP only 13 percent had availability of drinking water within the premises which was just 7 and 6 percent for SC and ST respectively in rural areas. Availability of drinking water in MP -away‖ from the household was 36 percent in rural MP it was 39 and 43 percent for SC and ST respectively. In SC and ST areas proportion of households that have to fetch water from a distance exceeding 500 meters, is more than the MP average. It was clear from the census data that in MP situation of STs are much poorer in respect of rural water supply in comparison with rural MP and SCs. So it was the responsibility of state government after the census 2011 that to put more money for STs to improve their situation in rural water supply sector. For examining state government's intention we are going to check last 17 years pattern of government spending in rural water supply sector. The largest share of the RWS expenditure in total WS expenditure was recorded in 2010-11 when it was 99.76 percent, and 2017-18 was the year in which share of the RWS was zero. 
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Source: Computed by Author using Madhya Pradesh State Budget, Volume 3, 2001 Volume 3, -02 to 2017 The largest share of the SC/ST expenditure in total RWS expenditure was recorded in 
Per Capita Expenditure for SC/ST
Per capita expenditure analysis is proved to be better indicator in gauging the real benefits reaching the rural people in the state. 
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overspending we discuss them whenever the reason is easily known to us.
Table-9
We can see in the 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
The analysis of expenditure made on SC and ST paints a dismal picture of the situation. While SC and ST together constitute about 36.7 percent of the total population of MP, only 26 percent of water supply and sanitation and 25 percent of water supply budget was spent on these vulnerable communities.
The ST as a social group have attracted very little expenditure as the expenditure made on them stands at a measly 13 percent of water supply and sanitation and 12 percent of water supply budget, while they constitute almost 21 percent of total state population.
On The analysis provides evidence that the variance of actual from the budgeted is more or less acceptable in state expenditure and social services expenditure, but it spills beyond permissible limits in the case of total rural water supply expenditure and SC/ST rural water supply expenditure. The under spending is in greater extent in the case of SC/ST, this vulnerable class is the greater victim of fund cutting, but whenever there is an overspending it goes to the other classes of society, the increased amount is not reflected in SCs and STs expenditure.
